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greeting

Our publications came together with a common goal—to 
shine a light on the endlessly creative and dynamic  
world that is New York design, in built spaces and beyond. 
Both in this publication and during a week of panel 
discussions, parties, and home tours, we hope to generate 
ideas, discussion, and inspiration. In the pages that follow, 
we share glimpses of some of the properties that will be 
featured on the home tours, and profile a handful of the 
panelists who will be speaking. By selecting projects  
and personalities that move us, we aim to participate in 
the evolution of the design culture of the city.
 
We encourage you to enjoy and take part in our  
weeklong festival of ideas and to join us for our special 
events—if only just to raise a glass with us to toast our 
city’s incredible design legacy.
 
Please visit citymodernnyc.com for up-to-date information 
and details. 

Welcome to city Modern,  
a celebration of design  
and architecture from the  
editors of New York  
and Dwell. 

The editors of 
New York and Dwellhello
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city Modern events hosted by Dwell and New York. 

Presenting sponsor:

panelists :

Jerry Helling10

Andrew Tarlow12

Leong Leong14

Alexandra Lange16

David van der Leer18

home tours:

Boerum Hill Rowhouse20

Chelsea Triplex28

Union Square Duplex36

Brooklyn Heights 
Townhouse44
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combination

— a r c h i t e c t —
Alex Scott Porter Design 

— l o c a t i o n —
Chelsea
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To p : A s to ra g e s p a c e s et i nto a wa l l  

o f p i n e m i l l e d by t h e A m i s h i n La n c a s t e r, 

Pe n n s y l va n i a . B ot to m : A v i ew o f t h e  

d i n i n g ro o m of f t h e o p e n k i t c h e n wi t h  

a Ca s e ta b le des i g n ed by M a tt h ew H i l to n 

a n d lea t h e r c h a i r s f ro m D es i g n W i t h i n 

Rea c h . Po r te r sta i n ed t h e o a k f l oo r s  

wi t h a n e b o ny f i n i s h .

|

Adam Bremner and Tamara Hubinsky’s good 
fortune commands grade-A New York real-
estate envy. Just as the pair were planning a 
light renovation of their Chelsea apartment on 
a row of landmarked co-ops, their neighbors 
decided to sell. They jumped at the chance to 
gain more space and a top-floor terrace, 
turning the minor makeover into a complete 
remodel of three half-floors of their building. 

The couple enlisted architect Alex  
Scott Porter to reconfigure the interior; high  
on their wish list were uncluttered rooms with 
storage tucked into every spare inch. Porter 
created an expansive first floor, including  
an open kitchen and living room with a raised 
platform for extra seating, divided by  
a wall of sliding doors that conceal a utility 
area, coat closet, and china cabinet. The 
streamlined kitchen has a tranquil feel (thanks 
in part to an adjacent terrace surrounded  
by trees), and though the effect is effortless,  
it’s actually the product of Tamara’s painstaking 
planning. An avid cook, she made a list of  
all the appliances the family owned, the ones 
they intended to purchase, and which items 
would go in each drawer. >>>
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To a c c o m m o d a t e t h e p l u m b i n g s y s t e m s,  

Po r t e r a n g l e d t h e wa l l t h a t d i v i d e s  

t h e k i d s ’ r o o m s . B ot h a re d e c ke d o u t  

w i t h b u i l t - i n b u n k b e d s a n d a m p l e s to ra g e . 

 M a x ’s r o o m s p o r t s c a m p i n g - t h e m e d  

f o re s t wa l l p a p e r a n d a t e nt c a n o py, w h i l e 

J o s i e’s i s  c ove re d i n a ra s p b e r r y - p i n k p a t t e r n . 
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I n t h e m a s t e r b e d r o o m, c u s to m  

s l i d i n g s h e l ve s a b ove t h e  

b e d f i l l  d e a d wa l l s p a c e f r o m a n 

a w k wa r d l y p l a c e d c h i m n ey f l u e .
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Porter introduced a material palette 
that’s as functional as it is attractive, using 
stainless-steel countertops set against 
wood-trimmed glass cabinets in a mid-
century-inspired color scheme of gray, white, 
and orange. The aim, says Tamara, was to 
create a mix that would give the space a 
“warm, modern bent with lots of texture, 
both tactile and visual,” incorporating 
durable furniture that develops a patina over 
time. “There’s nothing in this home that’s 
precious,” she says.

 Much of the apartment’s appeal is  
its seeming remove from the city. Porter 
installed a second pane of glass to reduce 
sound from the windows on the street-facing 
side and created a shiplike master bath in  
a berth below the stairwell connecting the 
second and third floors. The third floor 
features two walls of sliding glass doors 
leading to a terrace with roofline-level 
foliage, a Weber grill, and sawgrass. It does 
triple duty as a playroom for their two 
children (Max, 9, and Josie, 7); a guest suite 
complete with hidden Murphy bed for family 
visits; and an urban backyard in the sky. 
— K E L S E Y K E I T H
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Le f t : T h e l i v i n g ro o m i s f i l l e d w i t h 

f u r n i t u re i d e a l f o r l o u n g i n g 

 o n f a m i l y m ov i e n i g h t , l i ke L i g n e Ro s et 

c h a i r s . B e l ow, r i g h t : A v i ew o f t h e 

te r ra ce w i t h o ra n g e J e l l yf i s h c h a i r s  

by W i e l A r te s a n d b l u e s to o l s f ro m I ke a . 

B e l ow le f t : T h e s t re a m l i n e d k i t c h e n 

f e a t u re s a m i d - ce nt u ry c o l o r p a let te  

of g ray, w h i te, a n d o ra n g e.
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